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Anti-Semitism. Being Jewish, I knew of 
the concept growing up but never actually suf-
fered from direct acts of it. I knew epithets 
like “Jew boy,” “kike,” and “Jew them down”
existed but never had any of these 
words or phrases directed to me 
personally.

I was raised in Oak Park in the 
s when it was predominately 
Jewish. My mother wanted us to 
be raised in a nice Jewish neigh-
borhood and to be surrounded by 
“sameness.”

I worked at a grocery store, and 
every holiday season both Christ-
mas and Chanukah decorations 
were displayed. It seemed equita-
ble. I believed at the time that the 
whole world was like that.

Equal opportunity. We had a token 
“non-Jewish friend in my social cir-
cle, a guy who found it endearing to 
be part of the group. I had plenty 
of opportunities to see other Jew-
ish role models. Even as Oak Park 
began to become integrated, I still 
had a lot of contact with many other 
Jewish people.

I was first faced with being a 
minority in college, where I was 
the only Jew in a new social group. 
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There were no menorahs displayed 
during the Christmas/Chanukah 
season, only Christmas trees. Even 
so, people were sensitive to the fact 
that I was a minority and endear-
ingly referred to me as the “token 
Jew.”

My friends and acquaintances 
were careful about what they said 
about Jews and asked me a lot of 
questions.

For the first time, I felt differ-
ent. I knew the difference between 
being in the minority and being in 
the majority. But I also knew it on a 
deeper, more secretive level.

When growing up, I heard names 
like “faggot,” “sissy,” “pansy,” “queer,” 
“momma’s boy,” and “homo.” Not 
only did I hear these terms in ref-
erence to others, I was called these 
things throughout my life. I have 
not received the same respect for 
my minority status as a gay male as 
I have for being a Jewish male.

Although I knew the term for 
fear and hatred of Jews anti-Sem-

itism, I did not know there was a 
parallel term for gays and lesbians: 
homophobia.

Homophobia is the fear, disgust 
and hatred of sexual love for mem-
bers of one’s own sex. It is a preju-
dice based on a personal belief that 
lesbians and gays are immoral, sick, 
sinful or inferior to heterosexuals.

Although I know some non Jewish 
people in society feel this way about 
Jews, I have never encountered this 
fear, disgust and hate as a Jew to the 
extent I have as a gay person.

I did not follow the typical male 
patterns of most boys growing up. 
I could not throw a ball, I liked to 
play house and I disliked all sports. 
I was told by the other boys my age 
(as well as adults) that I “acted like a 
girl” and must be gay. It just so hap-
pened that I was gay and was mor-
tified that I had been exposed.

At least as a Jew I could have turned 
to my family, friends or school if 
I had experienced an anti-Semitic 
attack. But as a little gay boy, I had 
nowhere to turn. I was bullied, spit 
at, punched, called names, humili-
ated and threatened. The schools 
did nothing to protect me.

My sixth-grade gym teacher told 
my classmates that my best friend 
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Intolerance Hurts, continued
and I must be “fags” because we 
spent so much time together.

I have an uncle who teased and 
taunted me, calling me a “little sissy 
girl.” He told me I would never 
grow up to be a man.

He was right in that I was a “sissy” 
by definition. But why was that so 
unacceptable? My sister was a tom-
boy and no one made fun of her.

After hearing all these derogatory 
remarks about homosexuals, is it 
any wonder that no one wants to be 
associated with or be seen as a gay 
or lesbian? There is more support to 
hate gays and lesbians than there is 
to love, accept or tolerate us.

Unfortunately, an extreme form of 
hate also exists, and that is death. 
Acts of violence toward homosex-
uals are tolerated and overlooked 
in this society. Heterosexuals are 
affected by this too, sometimes just 
as severely.

Little boys like me who do not 
follow the typical male patterns 
are labeled gay, when in fact, they 
might not be. They get harassed 
often just as I was. Men are touch 
deprived by other men for fear of 
being seen as gay.

The murder of Scott Amedure 
by Jonathon Schmitz after the two 
appeared on a taping of the Jenny 
Jones show is a perfect example of 
how homophobia hurts and some-
times kills us all. Mr. Schmitz 
admitted to killing Mr. Amedure 
because he was concerned what 
family members and others would 
think as a result of his television 
appearance, that he was gay.

Mr. Schmitz reported feeling 
humiliated by having a member 
of his own gender reveal romantic 
interest in him. Why is that humil-
iating? Because we live in a society 
that perpetuates that idea.

And now the lives of those two 
men are ruined because of it. One is 
dead; the other, jailed for life. Both 
suffered.

As an adult male, I still do not 
enjoy sports of any kind. I affec-
tionately touch other men and I 
still lovingly kiss my father on the 
lips when we greet each other. And 
I am gay.

I am every bit a man. I think how-
ever, that what people did to me 
was tragic. As a gay little boy and 
young man, I was not protected and 
felt very much alone.

While there are anti-Semitic and 
homophobic people in this world 
who might see me as twice cursed, I 
see myself as twice blessed.

I am proud to be a gay Jewish 
man.
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